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KURUMOCH ROCKET ENGINE TEST FACILITY: ORIGINAL TEST STAND
KURUMOCH, USSR

INTRODUCTION

The original test stand at the Kurumoch
Rocket Engine Test lfacility, now operational,
is described and measured from KEYIHOLE
photography of “he test stand is
enclosed, precluding direct observation of the
number of rocket engine bays contained within
it. Tlowever, structural details are presented
which may bear on the problem.

The Kurumoch Rocket Engine T'est IYacility

is located at 53-31N 49-49T:,
eight nautical miles (nm) west-northwest of
Kurumoch and 24 nm north-northwest of Kuyby-
shev (Figure 1). The original test stand is
built in a ravine south of thc operational support
area., It was under construction when first ob-

served on TALENT photography in_
-Such details as were visible at that time
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FIGURE 1. KUYBYSHEY, 24 NM SSE OF KURUMOCH ROCKET
ENGINE TEST FACILITY.

have been analyzed previously. 1/ 2/ 3/ The
stand has been observed subsequently on KEY -
HOL.L: photography.

STATUS

3last marks in the snow indicate that the

test stand was operational prior to KEYIIOLT:

photography of-

DESCRIPTION

(¥igure 2)

The superstructure of the test stand is
approximately 85 feet (east-west) by ar least
75-80 feet (north-south).
thus overhangs the base structure by at least 10-

The superstructurce

15 fect, probably to the south. The stand riscs

at least 60 feet above the approach ramp, giving

it an overall height of at least 140feet above the
pit. The superstructure is enclosed, precluding
direct observation of the number of rocket engine
test bays contained within it. Twopossible struc-
tural members intersect at the center of the
roof of the superstructure.
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The base structure, under construction when
observed on TALENT photography of
as divided into three north-southbays by
interior walls or columns. The protruding tops
of these dividers and the outer walls measured

approximately Shadow detail in-

dicated that the north wall was being enclosed.
This shadow detail also indicated that the north
ends of the exterior and interior supports werc
wide.

at leas

An approach ramp has been built to the
stand from the north edge of the excavation,

probably using the bridge piers and abutment
structures seen inh/\ road
entering the pit from the northeast services the
A bridge extends from the

base of the stand.
probable control bunker down to the bottom of
the pit.

Pertinent measurements are shown in the
following table:

NPIC/R-99/63

Table 1. Measuremenis of Original Test Stand,
Iurumoch Rockel Engine Test Facility

Dimensions (in ft)

Bupoerstructure

north-south
cast-west

Basc Structure

north-south

cast-wesl
wall widths (roof)
(north ond)
Heights

above ramp

base (south elev)
base to ramp level
overall height

Distances (edge to edge)

to operational buildings
to probable control bunker

minimum 75-80
approximately 83

approximately 25X1D
at least
al leasl 680
60
at least 20
minimum 140
maximum 200
approximately 575
approximately 150
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